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Many people in Alton will be pleased to finally see, if approved, the development of this long-term 

derelict site, which has become something of an eyesore locally.  The site really is a gateway to Alton 

as the first building that people see as they enter the town settlement boundary.  On that note it is 

vital that we ask the question ‘is this development the very best that it can be for Alton and its 

residents?’ 

Overall, it is clear from the officers’ comprehensive report that many issues have been addressed 

and solutions sought, but as District Councillor for the ward in which this site sits it would be remiss 

of me not to point out some of the key issues that remain a concern to both myself and my 

residents. 

My main concerns focus around accessibility of the site.  Linked to this and the fact that it is 

anticipated the majority of site users will be in a car, the wholly inadequate number of parking 

spaces is a huge concern.  There is, as I am sure you are aware, a considerable shortfall of a now 

amended figure of 103 car parking spaces.   Seeing the challenges faced by the neighbouring site of 

ALDI and Wickes with their cramped and often overflowing carpark, the issue of cars spilling out 

onto Mill Lane and using the verges to park is of great concern.  However, I note a £6000 

contribution towards parking restrictions from the developer will not solve the problem, merely 

move it and does not actually address the issue that there is simply not enough parking for the size 

of the units to be developed.  Three staff parking spaces in woefully inadequate and this must be 

taken into consideration by the committee. 

One might argue that the small number of parking spaces may be an opportunity to encourage users 

of the facility to visit by more sustainable means, on foot, by bike or bus.  I am glad to see the 

inclusion of a shared footway to link the site to Holybourne via Montecchio Way.  I am however 

concerned that this needs to be kept at a two metre width for its entirety to provide safe passage for 

all its users.  20276-06 Rev C suggest this path may narrow significantly at points which will present 

an issue for its users.  One could argue that is you are going to the effort of constructing such a 

welcomed path then this should be done properly in the first instance to ensure a 2m path is 

maintained throughout.    

Additionally, given that the proposed path will stop at an uncontrolled crossing point with a 

proposed island barely wide enough to fit a pushchair or wheelchair safely, would it not make more 

sense for the path to continue around the bend and pick up the shared footway and the safe 

pedestrian crossing by Barley Fields to Eggars.  This would permit pedestrians to access the shared 

path on London Road, this reiterates my earlier point that it seems a shame not to address this 

infrastructure issue from the first instance. 

With regard to the environmental impact, it is regrettable that such a large building could not have 

demonstrated an exemplar in renewable energies with further use of PV as a minimum.  Its situation 

and size would make it ideal for this purpose.  It is frustrating that in a climate crisis we cannot insist 

that new buildings have the highest sustainable credentials.  At what point is the climate crisis going 

to be recognised if not now?  Given most journeys to the site are likely to take place by car, it would 

have been good to offset this with more environmentally friendly options and more EV charge 

points. 

Members not familiar with the site may be unaware that the opposite end of Mill Lane to this 

proposed development is home to a number of residential dwellings.  It is a concern that a further 

increase in trips generated from those travelling across town will have an adverse effect for those 

residents both in terms of noise and pollution.  The already overstretched, busy and often dangerous 
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junction of Mill lane/Papermill Lane/ Wilsom Road and Ashdell Road has the potential to become far 

worse.  I am pleased to see that in the condition as a nominal sum has been suggested to address 

this issue, but in reality what will the relatively small monetary sum be able to achieve? 

Overall the application makes all the right noises but is it going far enough to be the best it can be 

for the people of Alton?  I ask members to take consideration of the points I have made in their 

debate. 


